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National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Social Survey (NATSISS) 


Page tools: 


NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


The Australian Bureau of Statistics conducted the 2002 National 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey (NATSISS) 
between August 2002 and April 2003. The 2008 NATSIS was 
conducted between August 2008 and April 2009. The survey 
provides information about the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
populations of Australia for a wide range of areas of social concern 
including health, education, culture and labour force participation. 
The 2008 NATSISS included for the first time children aged under 15. 
The NATSISS will be conducted every 6 years to enable changes 
over time to be monitored. 


The NATSISS builds on past ABS surveys and complements these 
collections, notably the 1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Survey (NATSIS) and 2002 and 2006 General Social Survey 
(GSS). It was developed in consultation with a wide range of 
stakeholders such as Commonwealth and State/Territory government 
bodies, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission 
(ATSIC), Land Councils and research agencies. Individuals in both 
non-remote and remote areas were involved in focus groups and field 
testing to ensure the questions were relevant and culturally 
appropriate. 


Information was collected by personal interview from approximately 


10,000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 15 years 
and over throughout Australia, including those living in remote areas. 
Up to three randomly selected Indigenous people were chosen from 
selected households to participate in the survey. Trained ABS 
interviewers conducted the survey using face-to-face interviews. In 
non-remote areas interviewers used a notebook computer to record 
responses, while in remote areas a paper questionnaire was used. 
Interviewers obtained the consent of a parent or guardian before 
interviewing those aged 15 to 17 years. 


PURPOSE 


The ABS has recognised that there is a user need for a range of 
statistics to monitor the well-being of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander population. Throughout 1998 and 1999, ABS conducted 
extensive consultation with a range of users in developing the 
Indigenous Survey Strategy. Based on this consultation, a broad 
survey strategy has been developed to deliver a variety of statistics to 
inform public policy and programs in areas such as health, housing, 
education, employment and social and cultural well-being. The 
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey 
(NATSISS) is a central focus of this strategy and was conducted in 
conjunction with the General Social Survey (GSS) of all Australians. 


The NATSISS collects a broad range of information in one survey, 
which provides a better picture of many aspects of the well-being of 
Indigenous Australians. This will assist both the Indigenous and the 
wider community in policy analysis and program development aimed 
at providing services to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Australians. 


The objectives of the NATSISS were to collect data that: 


e provide broad information across key areas of social concern; 

e explore the extent of participation in society and the barriers to 
that participation; 

e allow for inter-relationships between different areas of social 
concern to be explored and provide insight into the extent to 
which people face multiple social disadvantage; 

e provide comparisons with the non-Indigenous population through 
the General Social Survey and other surveys; 

e provide previously unavailable information at the National and 
State/Northern Territory and broad regional levels; and 

e measure change over the last 8 years through comparison with 
the 1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey. 


SCOPE 


The survey includes Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
aged 15 years and over who are usual residents in selected private 
dwellings. Visitors to private dwellings were excluded, as were 
persons in institutions (Such as hospitals and nursing homes) and 
special dwellings (Such as hotels and boarding houses). The 2008 
NATSISS included children aged under 15 years. 


The following persons were excluded from the scope of the survey: 


e Non-Indigenous persons; 

e Short-term visitors (i.e. those staying for less than one month); 

e Non-Australian diplomatic staff and non-Australian members of 
their households; 

e Members of non-Australian defence forces stationed in Australia 
and their dependents; 

e Overseas visitors (i.e. people whose usual place of residence is 
outside Australia); and 

e People in Special Dwellings. 

The NATSISS was conducted in urban, rural and remote areas 


across Australia. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 
Not applicable 

Main outputs 


Most NATSISS data is available at the person level for persons aged 
15 years and over and in the 2008 NATSISS children aged under 15. 
Some items are also available at the household level. Timeseries 
data will be available for most items when the 2008 NATSISS has 
been output. Some items may be compared with similar data 
collected from NATSIS 1994, GSS 2002 and other ABS household 
surveys. 


Data available from the survey include: 


Demographic/Core Education 

Age Level of educational attainment 
Sex Main reason did not complete 
Social marital status Year 12 

Family type Full time/part time educational 
Household type participation 

Relationship in household Type of educational institution 


Number and age of people in Vocational training 


household 


State/Territory of usual residence 


ASGC Remoteness Structure 


Socio-Economic Index of Relative 


Disadvantage (SEIFA) 
Capital City/Balance of State 
Indigenous status 

Children ever born 

Children still alive 


Number of dwellings lived in during 


last 12 months 
Main reason for last move 


Culture and Language 
Identification with clan, tribal or 
language group 

Attendance at cultural events 


Participation in/payment for cultural 


activities 

Main language spoken at home 
Difficulty communicating with 
service providers 

Whether speaks an Indigenous 
language 

Recognition of 
homelands/traditional country 
Access to homelands/traditional 
country 


Family and Community 
Family stressors 

Involvement in social activities 
Participation in physical 
activity/sport 

Capacity in which participated in 
physical activity/sport 

Support in time of crisis 
Neighbourhood/community 
problems 


Whether respondent taken away 


from natural family 


Whether relatives taken away from 


natural family 
Access to child care 
Voluntary work 


Health 

Self assessed health status 
Disability status 

Smoker status 

Alcohol risk levels 
Substance use 


Field of vocational training 
Relevance of training to 
employment 


Employment 

Labour force status (incl. 
CDEP) 

Duration of unemployment 
Hours usually worked 

Full time/part time status of 
employment 

Job security 

Employment sector 

Duration on CDEP 

All reasons not looking for work 
All difficulties finding work 
Main difficulty finding work 
Whether work allows for 
cultural responsibilities 

Access to employment support 
services 

Reason did not use 
employment support services 


Income 

Income (personal, household) 
Main source of income 
(personal, household) 
Sources of personal income 
Type of government 
pension/allowance 

Time on government support 


Financial Stress 

Cash flow problems (collect in 
non-remote areas only) 
Ability to raise funds in an 
emergency 

Days without money for basic 
living expenses 

Strategies to meet basic living 
expenses 

Whether has a bank account 
Method of accessing bank 
account 


Information Technology 
Whether telephone at home 
Use of a computer (eg. home, 
school, community centre) 
Use of internet (eg. home, 
school, community centre) 


Purpose of usage of Internet 


Housing (eg. private, work, study) 
Tenure type Frequency of Internet use 
Landlord type 
Rent/mortgage payments Crime and Justice 
Household facilities Victim of physical/threatened 
Number of bedrooms violence 
Major structural problems Access to legal services 
Repairs and maintenance Type of legal services used in 
conducted in last 12 months last 12 months 

Age first formally charged by 
Transport police 
Access to motor vehicle Whether arrested in last 5 
All modes of transport used in last |lyears 
2 weeks Number of times arrested in 
Main reason for not using public last 5 years 
transport Imprisonment in last 5 years 
Perceived level of difficulty with 
transport 


Classifications 
The NATSISS uses standard ABS data items and classifications 
where appropriate. Major classifications included are: 


e Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC) 
e Australian Standard Classification of Education (ASCED) 


Other concepts (summary) 


Not applicable 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Part of State Metropolitan 
Part of State Extra-Metropolitan 
Other (specify below) 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


The sample was drawn from urban, rural and remote areas in all 
States and Territories. The sample was distributed among 
States/Territories in a way intended to allow the production of reliable 
State/Territory estimates. 


Subject to data quality considerations, national-level data may be 
made available for each of the five Accessibility and Remoteness 
Index for Australia (ARIA) categories. 


Data for 8 of the 36 ATSIC regions and synthetic estimates for other 
ATSIC regions may be available, subject to data quality 
considerations. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
6 Yearly 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


While the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey 
was conducted for the first time in 2002, some of the information 
collected in the NATSISS has been collected in a range of other ABS 
collections including: 


e National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Survey (NATSIS) 
1994 

e Australian Housing Survey (AHS) 1999 

Community Housing and Infrastructure Needs Survey (CHINS) 

1999 and 2001 

National Health Survey (Indigenous) 

Population Census 

Labour Force Survey 

General Social Survey 

Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 
Data availability comments 


Results from the NATSISS are available in the national level 
publication National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social 
Survey 2002 (Cat. no. 4714.0), which was released in June 2004. 
Authorised users can also access microdata using the 
Confidentialised Unit Record File (CURF) through the Remote 


Access Data Laboratory (RADL) (refer to Cat. no. 4720.0). 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
20/10/2017 04:14 PM 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The collection presents information about adult prisoners held in custody in Australian 
prisons at 30 June each year. Statistics are derived from information collected by the ABS 
from administrative records held by corrective service agencies in each state and territory. A 
range of information is presented on the demographic and legal characteristics of prisoners 
such as age, sex, country of birth, Indigenous status, legal status, prior imprisonment, most 
serious offence/charge, aggregate sentence and length of sentence being served, as well as 


time on remand. 


PURPOSE 


To provide a national view of adult prisoners in Australia, as well as comparable data across 


states and territories, and provide a basis for measuring change over time. 


SCOPE 

All persons remanded or sentenced to adult custodial corrective services agencies in each 
state and territory in Australia. In all States and Territories, except Queensland, persons 
remanded or sentenced to adult custody are aged 18 years and over. In Queensland ‘adult’ 
refers to persons aged 17 years and over. 


Included in the National Prisoner Census are prisoners in the legal custody of corrective 
services but who, at the time of the census, were: 


e absent on an authorised temporary leave permit 

e absent from the correctional facility on a work release permit or program 
e located in secure wards in a hospital outside the correctional facility 

e periodic detainees. 


Excluded from the collection are: 


e prisoners who were unlawfully absent from corrective services legal custody, e.g. 
escapees or prisoners who failed to return from an authorised temporary absence from a 
correctional facility 

e prisoners whose legal custody had been transferred to another agency, e.g. police or 
mental health institutions. 


The count of periodic detainees covers the number of persons with an active periodic 
detainee warrant. However, periodic detainees who have breached orders may be excluded. 


The types of correctional facilities and programs where prisoners are held varies between the 


states and territories. 
Included in the collection are: 


gazetted adult prisons in all jurisdictions 

periodic detention centres in New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory 
community custody centres and work camps in Queensland 

cells in court complexes administered by corrective services in New South Wales 
transitional centres in New South Wales 

lock-ups in Western Australia operated by the police but designated as a prison by the 
Chief Executive Officer of Corrective Services 

e gazetted police prisons in the Northern Territory which are administered and controlled 
by the Director of Corrective Services. 


Excluded from the collection are persons held in facilities administered and controlled by 
other agencies: 


police lock-ups, police prisons and cells in court complexes 

immigration detention centres 

home detention programs 

military prisons 

mental health facilities 

juvenile facilities, including those under the authority of adult corrective services. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


The concepts in this collection are based on the ABS National Criminal Justice 
Statistical Framework, 2007 (cat. no. 4525.0). 


The framework discusses the criminal justice system, including its policy and social 
context, and the complexities of measurement within it. It provides a model of the 
flows through the criminal justice system and the various connections between and 
across primary sectors. 


The criminal justice system can be represented as a complex series of stages, each 
comprising one or more particular processes that together make up the system as a 


whole. The way in which this system operates is both sequential and consequential. 
The sequential element refers to the fact that events occurring within the system 
generally take place in a particular chronological order. At its most general level, the 
criminal justice system comprises four main stages: 

1. An event occurs resulting in a possible criminal incident. 

2. The criminal justice system becomes aware of the incident (through a call for 
service or through its own investigation) and further investigates to determine 
whether a crime occurred and to apprehend an alleged offender. 

3. The criminal justice system determines if criminal responsibility exists and applies 
some form of penalty or obligation as a result of a finding of liability or guilt. 

4. The criminal justice system manages the penalty, obligation or rehabilitation. 


The consequential element of the system refers to the fact that decisions or 
activities taking place in early stages of the sequence have important effects on 
subsequent stages. For example, police activities will affect the number of charges 
brought before the courts. Similarly, subsequent sentencing decisions made by 
magistrates and judges will influence situations within corrective service 
organisations (e.g. the availability of prison accommodation) 


The prisoner census collection is based on the 4th main stage of the criminal justice 
system - managing the penalty, obligation or rehabilitation of offenders. The main 
population groups are persons under adult corrective services either as sentenced 
or unsentenced prisoners. The collection does not include people sentenced under 
adult or juvenile community based corrective services or juvenile detention. 


Further information on the conceptual framework for the Crime and Justice sector 
can be found in the ABS publication: Information paper: National Criminal Justice 
Statistical Framework , 2007 (cat. no 4525.0) 

https://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTAT S/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4525.0Main+Features12007? 
OpenDocument 


Main outputs 


The publication presents national statistics based on the demographics, legal status 
and sentence characteristics of prisoners in Australia on Census night - 30 June. 
Outputs include: 


demographic data (age, sex, Indigenous status) by most serious offence/charge 
legal status and prior adult imprisonment by most serious offence/charge 
imprisonment rates by state and territories, and Indigenous status 

country of birth by selected most serious offence/charge 

historical data for states and territories by demographic and legal characteristics 
Indigenous status by sentence length and most serious offence 

sentenced prisoners by court level, sentence length, and expected time to serve 
unsentenced prisoners by court level, time on remand and most serious charge 
periodic detainees by age, sex and most serious offence 


Classifications 
The main classification used in the publication is the classification of offences. The 
Australian National Classification of Offences (ANCO), 1985 (cat. no. 1234.0) was 


used from 1993 to 2000 inclusive. From 2001 onwards the ANCO was replaced by 
the Australian Standard Offence Classification (ASOC), 1997 (cat. no. 1234.0). The 
ASOC was revised in 2008, and in 2009 the new version of the ASOC was 
introduced. 


The National Offence Index (NOI) ranks ASOC groups and supplementary codes on 
the basis of their seriousness. The 2002 NOI was introduced into the prisoner 
census collection in 2006 and is used to determine the most serious charge for 
unsentenced prisoners for all states and territories excluding Western Australia, as 
well as most serious offence for sentenced prisoners in Tasmania. The NOI was 
revised in 2009 and introduced from the 2009 prisoner census collection. 


An additional classification used is country of birth (the Standard Australian 
Classification of Countries (SACC) Version 2 (cat. no. 1269.0)). 


Other concepts (summary) 


Periodic detainees are sentenced prisoners who are required to be held in custody 
for two consecutive days in a one-week period. 


Definitions and counting rules for data items specific to the Prisoner Census - such 
as episode, legal status, aggregate sentence, and expected time to serve - have 
been devised in conjunction with the National Corrective Services Statistics Advisory 
Group. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


The Cocos and Keeling Islands are not included in the Australian totals 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Annually 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

The collection was established in 1983 by the Australian Institute of Criminology (AIC). The 
AIC maintained the collection until June 1993. In September 1995 the ABS took over 
responsibility for the collection and has undertaken the publication of all national corrective 
services statistics from June 1994 onwards. The first official ABS release of Prisoner Census 
statistics was through the 2000 publication, Prisoners in Australia. Prior to this, the data 
were presented as an annual report for the Corrective Services Ministers' Council by the 
National Corrective Services Statistics Unit. From 2000 onwards, the following history is 


relevant: 


e 2001 - The Australian Standard Offence Classification 1997 replaced the 
Australian National Classification of Offences, resulting in a break in series for 
some offence types. Imprisonment rates by birthplace were also introduced; 

e 2002 - The calculation of imprisonment rates for NSW and the ACT was 
changed; 

e 2003 - Scope changes were made to include prisoners held in community 
custody centres and work outreach camps in Queensland. The definition of an 
episode changed in consultation with the National Corrections Advisory Group. 
Tasmania introduced the National Offence Index (NOI) to determine most 
serious offence/charge; 

e 2004 - Historical rates for total prisoners, and Indigenous prisoners, were revised using 
population estimates benchmarked on the 2001 Census of Population and Housing and 
back cast for the period 1994 to 2003. Prior to 2004 rates for all states and territories 
were calculated using adult population for persons aged 17 and over. For 2004 and 2005 
adult population figures used in the calculation of rates changed to persons aged 18 
years and over for all states and territories except for Victoria and Queensland, where 
the adult population used was that of persons aged 17 years and over. From 2006 the 
definition of an adult changed to 18 years and over for Victoria. The rules for 
determining the most serious offence for prisoners returning to prison with a breach of 
parole were also modified; 

e 2006 - The NOI was introduced to determine most serious charge in Victoria, 
Queensland, South Australia, and the Australian Capital Territory. Tasmania 
continued to use the NOI for most serious offence/charge; 

e 2007 - The Northern Territory introduced the NOI to determine most serious 
charge; 

e 2008 - New South Wales introduced the NOI to determine most serious charge; 

e 2009 - The Australian Standard Offence Classification 2008 (ASOCO08) replaced 
the Australian Standard Offence Classification 1997 (ASOC97); and the revised 
National Offence Index 2009 replaced the 2002 National Offence Index. All 
states and territories, except Queensland and Western Australia implemented 
the ASOCO8 for the 2009 collection. Queensland and Western Australia 
continued to use the ASOC97. Historical rates by Indigenous status were 
updated based on Indigenous population projections data benchmarked on 
2006 Census of Population and Housing data. 

e 2010 - Queensland and Western Australia implemented ASOCO8. National 
offence data all presented on an ASOC0O8 basis. 

e 2011 - Offence data are based on the Australian and New Zealand Standard 
Offence Classification (ANZSOC) (cat. no. 1234.0). The Australian Standard 
Offence Classification 2008 (ASOCO8) was renamed ANZSOC in July 2011. 


ANZSOC contains the same offence details and classification as ASOCO08 and 
therefore there were no impacts on offence data in the publication. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 
Data availability comments 


The Prisoner Census is taken on 30 June each year, with the publication usually 
released in December of that year. The main publication is Prisoners in Australia, 
with a set of companion tables released in Excel spreadsheets on the same day. 
The companion tables reflect the information contained in the main publication, 
further disaggregated by state and territory. All published data are available free of 
charge on the ABS website. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
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Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The Survey of New Capital Expenditure is a quarterly survey which collects estimates 
of actual and expected new capital expenditure by private businesses in Australia. 
Private households and public sector business units (ie all departments, authorities 
and other organisations owned and controlled by Commonwealth, State or Local 
Government) are outside the scope of the survey. Data are released at national and 
state/territory level. At the national level, current price data are published by asset 
type by industry division, and chain volume measures are published by asset type 
and by broad industry (Mining, Manufacturing and Other selected industries). At the 
state/territory level, current price data are published by asset type and by broad 
industry. 


PURPOSE 

This survey provides key measures on the performance of Australian industry, and is 
an important component of the quarterly National Accounts. The data are used to 
compile estimates of private gross fixed capital expenditure, and estimates of 
expected capital expenditure. The data are used by economic analysts in the private 
and public sectors. 


SCOPE 
This survey aims to measure the value of actual and expected new capital 
expenditure by private businesses in Australia. 


The Survey of New Capital Expenditure includes the following industries classified 
according to the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial 
Classification, ANZSIC, 1993: 


Mining (Division B) 

Manufacturing (Division C) 

Food, beverage and tobacco (21) 

Textiles, clothing, footwear and leather (22) 

Wood and paper products (23) 

Printing, publishing and recorded media (24) 
Petroleum, coal, chemical and associated products (25) 
Non-metallic mineral products (26) 

Metal products (27) 

Machinery and equipment (28) 

Other manufacturing (29) 

Other Selected Industries, comprising: 

Construction (Division E) 

Wholesale trade (Division F) 

Retail trade (Division G) 

Transport and storage (Division 1) 

Finance and insurance (Division K) 

Property and business services (Division L) 

Other selected services (including electricity & gas; communication; 
accommodation, cafes and restaurants; cultural & recreational services; and 
personal services (36, 37, 57, 71, 91, 92, 93, 95) 


The survey excludes the following industries: 


Agriculture, forestry and fishing 
Government administration and defence 
Education 

Health and community services 

Other services (96) 


The scope excludes public sector business units (i.e. all departments, authorities and 
other organisations owned and controlled by Commonwealth, State and Local 
Government). 


Non-employing businesses are also excluded from the scope. Though there area 
substantial number of these businesses, it is expected that they would not contribute 
significantly to the estimates, although the impact would vary from industry to 
industry. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 
Standard ABS integrated economic statistics framework. 


Main outputs 


Population: private sector employing businesses in Australia 


Characteristics of Interest: 

Actual capital expenditure incurred during the reference period (Act) 
A short term capital expenditure expectation (E1) 

A longer term capital expenditure expectation (E2). 


Period to which reported data relates 
1999-2000 2000-2001 2001-2002 


Survey quarter Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun 
December 1999 
March 2000 
June 2000 


September 2000 

December 2000 
March 2001 
June 2001 


Type of Statistics: 
For Australia 


Level estimates of private new capital expenditure; 
Original, Seasonal and Trend; 

Current Prices and Chain Volume Measures; 
Actual and Expected; 

Realisation Ratios: 


By State: 


Level estimates of private new capital expenditure; 
Original, Seasonal and Trend; 

Current Prices; 

Actual (all quarters) and Expected (December qtrs only); 
Realisation Ratios (December qtrs only). 


Data Breakdown 
Type of Asset 


Industry 
Classifications 


The industry classification used is the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industry 
Classification 1993 (ANZSIC). 


In addition, the survey releases data by type of asset : 


Buildings and Structures. 

Includes industrial and commercial buildings, houses, flats, home units, water and 
sewerage installations, lifts, heating, ventilating and similar equipment forming an 
integral part of buildings and structures, land development and construction site 
development, roads, bridges, wharves, harbours, railway lines, pipelines, power and 
telephone lines. 


Also includes mine development (e.g. construction of shafts in underground mines, 
preparation of mining and quarrying sites for open cut extraction and other 
developmental operations primarily for commencing or extending production). 


Excludes purchases of land, previously occupied buildings and speculatively built 
projects intended for sale before occupation. 


Equipment, plant and machinery. 

Includes plant, machinery, vehicles, electrical apparatus, office equipment, furniture, 
fixtures and fittings not forming an integral part of buildings, durable containers, 
special tooling, etc. 


Also includes goods imported for the first time whether previously used outside 
Australia or not. 


Other concepts (summary) 
The Survey of New Capital Expenditure collects data from Management Units and 
uses standard ABS data items. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 


Comments and/or Other Regions 
Not applicable 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 


Quarterly 


Frequency comments 
Not applicable 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


1947 Commencement of the Survey of New Capital Expenditure (half-yearly) 
comprising a sample of private businesses subject to payroll tax. 


1958 Survey becomes quarterly. 


1969 Survey becomes an integrated economic collection adopting standard units 
rules and the 1969 version of the Australian Standard Industrial Classification (ASIC). 


1973 Integration of Economic Censuses and Business Surveys. This involved 
significant changes to scope, coverage, definition of items and the conceptual basis 
for the survey. The statistical (reporting) unit was changed to the enterprise, and 
state data was collected twice yearly in the June and December quarters. 


1989 Introduction of new statistical unit called the management unit. State data 
collected every quarter. 


1994 ASIC replaced by the Australian and New Zealand Industrial Classification 
(ANZSIC) as the basis for compilation of industry estimates. 


1996 Survey frames and samples revised quarterly (previously these were revised 

annually) to ensure samples are more representative of the business population. In 
addition, the timing of sample selection was synchronised with other ABS economic 
surveys to provide for greater consistency when comparing data across collections. 


1997 Sample redesigned to include State/territory as a stratification variable. 


1998 From September quarter 1998, as with other economic collections, chain 
volume measures replaced constant price estimates as the measure of real 
expenditure. 


2000 The Goods and Services Tax (GST) comes into effect, and replaces the 
wholesale sales tax which was included in the value of much of the expenditure 
measured in the survey. Survey estimates exclude GST where this is recoverable as 
an input tax credit. 


2002 Release of state/territory estimates brought forward to the same timing as the 


national estimates. Cessation of state publication (ABS Cat. No. 5646.0) with capital 
expenditure by type of asset for each state/territory included in the national 
publication and the introduction of chain volume measures for this series. Other state 
estimates released via AusStats. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 

Data are released quarterly in Private New Capital Expenditure, Australia (ABS Cat. 
No. 5625.0). National and state/territory data are released 9 weeks after the 
reference period, except in the June quarter when the data are released 10 weeks 
after the reference period. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
28/04/2003 08:53 AM 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The annual New Lending Activity Collection requests data from all 
non-banks which form the frame of the four monthly Financial 
Surveys (Housing finance, Personal finance, Commercial finance, 
and Leasing finance). Since all banks are completely enumerated in 
all monthly collections, the sum of their returns over the relevant 
twleve months reference period is used. 


Information is provided regarding lending activity over the previous 
calendar year, by state and type of lending activity. 


PURPOSE 

The New Lending Activity Collection seeks information which will 
form the basis for selecting the new sample of businesses for the four 
monthly Lending Activity surveys (Housing Finance, Personal 
Finance, Commercial Finance and Lease Finance). A new sample is 
selected each year, and retained for 12 months, such that at least 
95% of total (Australian) lending activity for the previous year is 
covered, as well as at least 90% of the previous year's state level 
activity. Where the monthly surveys publish lending activity of a 
specific sub-population of lender-type, coverage of at least 70% of 
the published lender type is sought. 


SCOPE 
The survey population is all Australian-resident lending institutions. 


The survey frame which seeks to cover the survey population 
comprises all banks authorised under the Banking Act of 1959, all 
lending institutions bound by the Financial Corporations Act (FCA) of 
1974, and may be supplemented by other known significant lending 
institutions such as insurance companies and superannuation funds, 
general government enterprises, securitisers (referred to as 
wholesale lenders), and institutions subject to state government 
regulation. This description of the frame includes credit unions and 
permanent building societies. 


A supplementary list of businesses which have received a New 
Lending Activity form in the past, but have reported no lending 
activity, is also kept. 


The frame coverage is conceptually good for banks and financial 
institutions subject to the FCA, where we are informed by the 
Reserve Bank of any additions to the frame. For other lending 
institutions where no definitive lists exist, we rely on the success of 
media scans and other sources to maintain frame coverage. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 

The New Lending Activity collection measures four categories of 
lending activity over the previous calendar year. These categories of 
lending activity are as follows: 


1. Secured Housing Finance for owner occupation, which is 
secured finance to individuals for the purchase 
/construction of dwellings for owner occupation, and for 
alterations and additions to existing owner-occupied 
dwellings . Refinancing where the lender is changed is also 
included. 

2. Personal Finance, which is finance provided to individuals 
for personal non-business use (includes both fixed loans 
and revolving credit). Finance used for investment 
purposes is excluded (included in commercial finance) and 
secured housing finance is excluded (included in secured 
housing finance). 

3. Commercial finance, which is finance provided to 
businesses or individuals for business or investment 
purposes. (includes fixed loans, revolving credit, hire 
purchase). 

4. Lease Finance, which is finance provided to businesses or 
individuals for the purpose of entering into a leasing 
arrangement (either finance or operating lease, but not 
leveraged leases). 


Main outputs 

The survey output is a new sample for the four monthly collections, to 
be used for the next financial year. 

Classifications 

State (standard classification). 

Lender type (Banks. Permanent Building Societies, Credit Unions, 
Wholesale Lenders nec, Finance Cos, General Financiers, Other 
Lenders). 


Other concepts (summary) 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Annually 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
Undertaken annually since 1985 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
No 


Data availability comments 
None. The sole purpose of the collection is to enable the selection of 
a new sample for the corresponding monthly collections. 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The New Motor Vehicle Registrations Collection is a monthly count of 
the number of new vehicles registered for the first time for normal 
road use. Data are obtained from State and Territory motor vehicle 
registration authorities and reflect information contained in 
registration documents. Seasonally adjusted and trend estimated 
series are available for the main aggregates. 


PURPOSE 

The NMVR collection is a main economic indicator. It is used as a 
proxy for sales of new vehicles, a significant activity in the economy. 
The main aggregates (including the seasonally adjusted and trend 
estimated series) are used for analytical purposes by government 
policy areas and economic analysts. Data are also used by National 
Income and Expenditure Section as input to the National Accounts. 
More detailed data are used for industry and market analysis 
purposes. 


SCOPE 
Scope 
The statistics include: 


e all new vehicles legally registered for the first time; 
e vehicles with diplomatic or consular plates; and 
e State and Commonwealth owned vehicles. 


Excluded are: 


e vehicles belonging to the defence forces; 


e recreation vehicles (Such as trail bikes or dune buggies) in those 


States where registration is required. 


Coverage 

Registration statistics are obtained from Australian State and 
Territory motor vehicle registration authorities and reflect the 
information recorded in registration documents. 


Registration authorities provide data for Queensland daily, New 
South Wales, Victoria and Western Australia weekly and the other 
registries calendar monthly. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 
Not applicable. 


Main outputs 

Vehicle type (passenger vehicles, other vehicles) 
Make and model 

State of registration 


Classifications 
Vehicle body type or shape (coded as TRANS_body_ type) 
Vehicle Marque and Model (coded as NUVR_make_model) 


Other concepts (summary) 

The vehicle category ‘Other Vehicles’ is an aggregate of light 
commercial vehicles, rigid trucks, articulated trucks, non freight- 
carrying trucks and buses. Data are also available for motorcycles. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Part of State Metropolitan 
Part of State Extra-Metropolitan 
Australia Post Postcode 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Monthly 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

Unadjusted aggregates are available from 1960; 
Seasonally adjusted data from 1962; and 

Trend estimated data from 1980. 


Changes to the classification of vehicle type have occurred several 
times: 


e in 1983 small bus type vehicles changed from panel vans to 
buses in NSW; 

e in 1991 tractors were included with plant and equipment; 

e the Third Australian Design Rules (3ADR) defining vehicle types 
was implemented; 

e decoding of the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) was 
introduced. 


As a result there were classification changes affecting passenger 
vehicles, light and heavy commercial vehicles and buses; data 
accuracy and quality was improved; and an accurate model 
description was available. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 

Yes 

Data availability comments 

Data by reference month are loaded to the ABSdb every month. 
Final data are available for use by Client Services Personnel on the 
ABSdb Output Database. 

Final data are available from AusStats in the form of Data CUBES. 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The New Motor Vehicle Sales (NMVS) collection is a monthly count 
of the number of new motor vehicles sold, excluding motor cycles. 
Original data are purchased from the Federal Chamber of Automotive 
Industries (FCAI) and comprise information provided to them by new 
motor vehicle dealers. Seasonally adjusted and trend estimates of 
the original series are provided by ABS for the aggregated levels of 
Passenger Vehicles, Sports Utility Vehicles, Other Vehicles and Total 
Vehicles. 


PURPOSE 

The NMVS collection is an economic indicator as sales of new 
vehicles are regarded as a significant activity in the economy. The 
main aggregates (including the seasonally adjusted and trend 
estimated series) may be used for analytical purposes by government 
policy areas and economic analysts. The data may be used by 
National Income and Expenditure Section as input to the National 
Accounts. More detailed data may be obtained from FCAI for industry 
and market analysis purposes. 


SCOPE 


Included are: 


All new motor vehicles (passenger vehicles, trucks etc) reported sold 
in the reference month as reported by motor vehicle dealers to the 


Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries. 


Excluded are: 


Motor cycles 


Coverage 


Monthly sales of new motor vehicles as supplied to the Federal 
Chamber of Automotive Industries from motor vehicle dealers. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 
Not applicable. 


Main outputs 

Vehicle type in Passenger Vehicles, Sports Utility Vehicles, Other 
Vehicles and Total Vehicles. 

State/Territory of purchaser. 


Classifications 
Vehicle type: 


e Passenger Vehicles 
e Sports Utility Vehicles 
e Other Vehicles 


Other concepts (summary) 

Passenger vehicles includes vehicles designed primarily for the 
Carriage of people, such as cars, station wagons and people movers. 
Also includes four wheel drive passenger vehicles not classified as 
SUVs. 


Sports utility vehicles (SUVs) includes vehicles designed as off 
road vehicles with four wheel drive capability, high ground clearance 
and a wagon body type, seating up to nine people (including the 
driver). Also includes four by two wagon variants of such vehicles 
sold in Australia which, if they were four wheel drive, would be 
eligible for import as off road vehicles. Excludes pick-up and cab 
chassis style vehicles. 


Other vehicles includes utilities, panel vans, cab chassis, goods 
Carrying vans, rigid trucks, prime movers, non-freight carrying trucks, 
and buses. Also includes four wheel drive light commercial vehicles 
not classified as sports utility vehicles (SUVs). 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Monthly 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

This is a new collection commencing from January 2002 but 
containing purchased historic monthly data from January 1994. Data 
from this collection are offered as a partial replacement for the New 
Motor Vehicle Registrations collection which formerly provided 
aggregates of Original, Seasonally Adjusted and Trend data series 
from January 1960 to December 2001. (NMVS will not include motor 
cycle and unpowered vehicle data.) 


From the August 2004 reference month, Sports Utility Vehicles were 
separately identified in the original, seasonally adjusted and trend 
estimates. Data on SUVs have been included as a separate category 
back to January 1994 and available in Sales of New Motor Vehicles 
(cat. no. 9314). In previous releases of New Motor Vehicle Sales, 
SUVs were included in the 'Other vehicles’ category. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 

The ABS will publish the Original, Seasonally Adjusted and Trend 
series of the latest 15 months by vehicle type and State/Territory 
before the end of the month following the reference month, subject to 
timely receival of the original monthly data from the supplier, the 
Federal Chamber of Austomotive Industries ( FCAI). 


Detailed data at levels of Make/Model etc. will be available to users 
on acost recovery basis from FCAI. 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The Services Industries section in Central Office is to undertake a 
survey in respect of 1995-6 to assist the Australian Non-profit Data 
Project (ANDP) in measuring the contribution of Non-profit Institutions 
(NPI's). 


The survey will be an official survey conducted under the Census & 
Statistics Act. The scope and coverage of the survey is Management 
Unit based and will involve a sample of those units flagged on the 
Business Register as being NPI's. The exception being ‘Interest 
Groups’ [ANZSIC Group 962] where a sample from all units will be 
taken [as it is expected that notionally all units will be NPI's]. 


ANZSIC ANZSIC 

7810 Scientific Research. 7862 Contract Staff services 

7829 Technical Services n.e.c. 8440 Other Education services 
7854 Business Administration services 8634 Community Health 
services 

7855 Business Management services 8639 Health services n.e.c. 
7861 Employment Services Group 962 Interest Groups 


PURPOSE 

The information to be sought will enable estimates to be derived as to 
the contribution to economic activity and the structure and nature of 
specified Non-profit Institutions( NPI's) in particular industries. 
Essentially the data will be similar to the Economic Activity Survey 


dataset but with considerably less detail but some additional items 
(i.e. donations received). 


SCOPE 

The scope and coverage of the survey is Management Unit based 
and will involve a sample of those units flagged on the Business 
Register as being NPI's. The exception being ‘Interest Groups' 
[ANZSIC Group 962] where a sample from all units will be taken [as it 
is expected that notionally all units will be NPI's. 


ANZSIC ANZSIC 

7810 Scientific Research. 7862 Contract Staff services 

7829 Technical Services n.e.c. 8440 Other Education services 
7854 Business Administration services 8634 Community Health 
services 

7855 Business Management services 8639 Health services n.e.c. 
7861 Employment Services Group 962 Interest Groups 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 

The Not-for-Profit Organisations Survey draws its population from the 
ABS Business Register. It is a one-off economic survey which will not 
be linked to the Australian National Accounts nor is its 
planing/conduct within the ABS Economic strategy. 


Main outputs 

Details for ANZSIC Group 962 are contained in publication, Interest 
Groups, Australia, 1995-96 (ABS Cat No. 8639.0) released 4 
November, 1997. 


This publication contains details relating to the No of Management 
Units; persons employed; volunteers; wages & salaries; income 
items; selected expense items; total assets; total liabilities; 
membership. 


Details relating to remaining ANZSIC's (See below under 
Classifications) are available upon request in a similar tabular format 
to the publication. 


Classifications 
Using the Australian and New Zealand Industrial Classification 
(ANZSIC), organisations are classified to:- 


7810 - Scientific Research 

7829 - Technical Services n.e.c 

7854 - Business Administration Services 
7855 - Business Management Services 
7861 - Employment Services 

7862 - Contract Staff Services 

8440 - Other Education Services 

8639 - Health Services n.e.c. 

8634 - Community Health Centres 

9621 - Business and Professional Associations 
9622 - Labour Associations 

9629 - Interest Groups n.e.c.. 


Other concepts (summary) 
Not Applicable 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 


Comments and/or Other Regions 
No further geographic breakdown is available. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Once Only 


Frequency comments 
No intention to repeat the survey. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
This will be the first survey with the intention that it will be a one-off 
collection. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
Data available in ABS Cat. No. 8639.0. No State or Territory 
breakdown is available). 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

For some time the nursery industry has lacked an integrated set of 
statistics which accurately reflects its contribution to the economy. To 
overcome this deficiency, the Nursery Industry Association of 
Australia (NIAA) engaged the ABS to conduct two collections for the 
industry covering the financial years 1992-93 and 1993-94. The 
results obtained from these two collections were very useful to the 
industry. The industry has since approached the ABS to conduct a 
nursery collection for the financial year 1996-97. 

Information required is not needed each year and following the 
conduct of this cycle, the NIAA and the Horticultural Research and 
Development Corporation (HRDC) will assess future data needs. 


PURPOSE 

The results of the collection will be used by the Horticultural 
Research and Development Corporation (HRDC) and the Nursery 
Industry Association of Australia (NIAA) to develop an improved 
nursery statistical database. This collection is being partly funded by 
these organisations. The development of this database will enable 
the industry to undertake strategic planning, to make better informed 
decisions regarding industry structure and assist domestic and export 
marketing activities. The data will also be used by relevant 
Government departments for the analysis of nursery and related 
industries. 


SCOPE 


The nursery collection used a hybrid population list consisting of 
establishments reporting nursery, cut flower and/or turf production on 
the agricultural census; nursery wholesalers and retailers selected 
from the ABS' Business Register and units selected from other 
sources, including various industry association member lists. 


Chain store and department stores were also sent a special form 
designed to capture the nursery retailing activities of their business. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 

The nursery collection is a census of farms and businesses engaged 
in nursery activities, hence it is an "activity" collection, where "nursery 
activities" are defined by the industry. 


Specifically excluded from the collection were the numerous roadside 
sellers and other outlets where selling of plant material is regarded as 
a secondary activity. 


Main outputs 

Population/Units: data is collected from establishments. 

Data Breakdowns: each table has State and Australian totals. State 
level data is the lowest level of data available. 


The list of tables for the 1996/97 collection were: 


1. Number of establishments with sales of nursery material by 
activity, 1996-97 

2. Nursery sales by activity, 1996-97 

3. Area of land used for nursery growing and growing-on, 1996-97 
4. Sales from production nurseries made to various market sectors, 
1996-97 

5. Sales by type of plant material produced by production nurseries, 
1996-97 

6. Number of production nurseries by type of plant material grown, 
1996-97 

7. Current and Capital Expenditure by production dominated 
nurseries, 1996-97 

8. Average number, average size and wage costs for production 
dominated nurseries by number of employees during year ended 30 
June 1997 

9. Employment patterns in production dominated nurseries, 1996-97 
10. Estimated percentage of time spent on the following activities in 


production dominated nurseries, 1996-97 

11. Production nurseries sale of garden accessories and services, 
1996-97 

12. Number of nursery businesses by type, 1996-97 

13. Plant hire and maintenance statistics, 1996-97 

15. Number of retail, department and chain stores by type of plant 
material sold, 1996-97 

17. Number of nurseries with sales of garden accessories and 
services, 1996-97 


2.1. Number of establishments with sales of cut flowers and turf by 
activity, 1996-97 

2.2. Sales of cut flower and cultivated turf by activity, 1996-97 

2.3. Area of land used for cut flower and turf growing and growing on, 
1996-97 

2.4. Current and capital expenditure by businesses other than 
production nurseries, 1996-97 

2.5. Average number, average size and wage costs for businesses 
other than production nurseries by number of employees during the 
year ended 30 June 1997 

2.6. Employment patterns in businesses other than production 
nurseries, 1996-97 

2.7. Estimated percentage of time spent on the following activities in 
business other than production nurseries 


Classifications 
Activities undertaken by establishments in this collection were 
classified according to the following categories: 


e Production (sales of plant material grown, grown-on or 
propagated): 
Refers only to the sales of plant material produced by 
establishments by growing, growing-on or by propagating. The 
plants referred to include ornamental plants, plants for 
transplanting into gardens (such as seedlings or young fruit 
trees), bulbs, turf growing and growing flowers for cutting for 
display or growing flowers for seed collection. 

e Wholesale sales (reselling purchased goods to retailers or other 
wholesalers): 
Refers only to the sale (as agents or principals) of plant material 
and other goods which were purchased for resale to retailers or 
wholesalers. This includes sales of cut flowers or horticultural 
goods such as seedlings, shrubs, tress or other nursery stock. 

e Retail sales (sales to final consumers): 
Refers to the retail sale of goods purchased for immediate resale 
to final consumers e.g. landscapers and the general public. This 


includes sales of cut flowers, horticultural goods such as seeds, 
seedlings, shrubs, trees or other nursery stock. 

e Hiring of plants: 
This category refers to the hire of plants, shrubs, or trees and 
artificial plants. 


Other concepts (summary) 
Growing: the actual process of growing seed, plants, from seedlings, 
tissue culture, grafting, etc. 


Growing-on: where material is purchased and needs some further 
processing before it is ready for sale e.g. purchasing a seedling, 
which requires further growing before it can be sold. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Comments and/or Other Regions 


not applicable 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Adhoc 


Frequency comments 
Collection was conducted previously in the 1992-93 and 1993-94 
financial years. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
Collection 


Date Year Comment 


Sep 1993 1992-93 First collection undertaken. 


Oct 1994 1992-93 Release of 1992-93 data. 


Oct 1994 1993-94 Second collection undertaken. Retail chains (e.g. 
K-Mart), Supermarkets, hardware stores etc. included for first time. 


Aug 1995 1992-93 Revision of 1992-93 data to take into account 


non-respsonse. 


Aug 1995 1993-94 Release of 1993-94 data. Release date was 
delayed due to data quality problems 


Feb 1997 1996-97 preliminary discussions commenced. 


1998 Collection ceased. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 

The major user of data collected is the Nursery Industry Association 
of Australia (NIAA). Data is released to NIAA in the form of a pre- 
specified set of tables, about 11 months after the reference period. 
This collection has now ceased. 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


The National Nutrition Survey (NNS) 1995 collected information on 
food and beverage intake, physical measurements, food related 
habits and attitudes and food consumption patterns over the last 12 
months. Type of Food and beverages consumed and Nutrient intake 
were derived from each respondent's reported food intake for the day 
prior to interview. The NNS was conducted on a sub-sample of the 
NHS participants. 


PURPOSE 
The objectives of the 1995 National Nutrition Survey (NNS) are to: 


e Monitor intakes against the Dietary Guidelines for Australians, 
compare nutrient intakes with the Recommended Dietary Intakes 
(RDIs) and assist in future revisions of the RDIs. 

e Assess changes in dietary habits and nutritional status since 
1983 to 1985 and provide a basis for comparisons to future 
regular surveys. 

e Assist the evaluation of Australia's Food and Nutrition Policy, 
monitor health goals and targets for nutrition and diet-related 
disease, and assist in future revision of National Health Goals 
and Targets. 

e Develop policy and regulations related to food safety and 
composition; assist in the provision of food related to food 
production, manufacture and sales. 

e Provide information on the interrelationship of health, social, 
economic and nutrition variables in selected population 


subgroups for policy development, including health promotion. 
e Provide a basis for nutrition promotion strategies. 


SCOPE 
Scope : 


The scope of the NNS differed in two main areas from that of its 
National Health Survey (NHS) parent: 


e special dwellings were excluded, and 
e children aged less than 2 years were excluded. 


The NNS covered urban and rural areas across all States and 
Territories of Australia, and included residents of private dwellings 
aged 2 years or older. A private dwelling was defined as a house, flat, 
home unit, caravan, garage, tent and any other structure being used 
as a private place of residence at the time of the survey. All 
households within sampled private dwellings were included in the 
survey. Generally speaking, a household comprised a group of 
persons living together in a dwelling who considered themselves to 
be separate from other people in the dwelling and who made regular 
provision to take meals together. 


The following persons living in Australia, but not usually considered 
part of the Australian resident population, were excluded from the 
scope of the survey: 


e diplomatic personnel of overseas governments and non- 
Australian members of their households; 

e non-Australian service personnel stationed in Australia and their 
dependants; and 

e overseas visitors whose usual place of residence is outside 
Australia. 


Non-Australians (other than those above) working in Australia, or in 
Australia as students or settlers, and their dependants, were included 
in the survey scope. 


Coverage : 


Coverage rules were designed to ensure that, as far as possible, 
persons remaining within the scope of the survey (after the above 
exclusions were applied) had only one chance of being interviewed. 
Coverage rules were the same for the NNS and the NHS. 


Usual residents of selected private dwellings were included in the 
survey if they were staying at, or had stayed at, the selected dwelling 


for any part of the month of interview or any part of the previous 
month. Usual residents who were absent from the dwelling for the 
entire two month period were excluded on coverage grounds. 


Visitors to selected private dwellings who did not usually live ina 
private dwelling were included in the survey. Visitors who usually 
lived in a private dwelling were included in the survey only if they had 
not been at their own usual dwelling for any part of the previous 
month and would not be at their own usual dwelling for any part of the 
month of interview. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


The goal of the 1995 National Nutrition Survey (NNS) was to provide 
food and nutrient data to assist with the implementation of Australia's 
food and Nutrition policy, specifically 


e To provide data on nutrient intake for comparison with the 
Recommended Dietary Intakes for Australians (RDIs). 

e To provide data on food intake for comparison with the Australian 
Dietary Guidelines. 


Examining the Recommended Dietary Intakes for Australians 
identified a number of important macronutrients and micronutrients to 
be measured as well as Energy and Moisture intakes. 


Macronutrients were: 


Protein 

Total fat - Saturated, Monounsaturated, Polyunsaturated 
Cholesterol 

Total Carbohydrate - Sugars, Starch 

Dietary Fibre 

Alcohol 


Micronutrients were: 


Vitamins 

Vitamin A - retinol equivalent, preformed, Provitamin A 
Vitamin B - Thiamin, Riboflavin, Niacin equivalent, Folate 
Vitamin C 

Minerals 

Calcium 

Phosphorus 

Magnesium 

lron 

Zinc 


e Potassium 


The NNS used a three tiered approach to provide information on the 
Macronutrient and Micronutrient intake of the Australian population. 
For each individual person: 


1. Collect daily food and beverage consumption data in an individual 
food intake questionnaire (IFIQ) which used a 24-hour recall method 
to describe all the foods and beverages consumed during the day 
prior to interview. 


2. Apply nutrient information to each food and beverage consumed, 
identifying the exact macronutrient and micronutrient composition. 


3. Derive the total intake of each macronutrient and micronutrient 
based on the total amount of food and beverages reported. 


It was important to take into account, however, the limitations of 
collecting food and beverage consumption data based on a single 
day's intake; as day-to-day eating patterns can vary enormously for 
individuals. In order to obtain a more reliable estimate of the 
distribution of usual nutrient intake it was necessary to obtain 
information of the food and beverage intake on a second day for the 
same individuals. Therefore a replicate sample of 10% of the NNS 
respondents were asked to complete a second IFIQ within 10 days of 
the first interview but on a different day of the week. These data were 
used to calculate adjustment factors for all nutrients to remove within- 
person variation. 


As it is acknowledged that a problem commonly associated with 
dietary surveys is under-reporting of consumption, information was 
collected to assist in the assessment of the level of under-reporting in 
the NNS. The method chosen was to compare the self-reported level 
of energy intake in adults with an estimate of the energy required to 
maintain basal metabolism on the assumption that weight is stable. 
This was facilitated by the collection of a range of physical 
measurements: height, weight, waist, and hip from respondents of all 
ages, and blood pressure from those aged 16 and over. In addition to 
calculating energy to basal metabolic rate, these measurements were 
used to derive a number of important indicators such as body mass 
index, waist to hip ratio, and derived hypertension which should be 
considered in relation to diet. 


The detailed nature of the IFIQ and the 24 hour dietary recall method 
ensured that the foods and beverages were described in sufficient 


detail to enable their nutrient composition to be determined. In order 
to compare the reported food and beverage intakes against the broad 
headings of the Dietary Guidelines for Australians, the Australian and 
New Zealand Food Authority (ANZFA) developed a detailed 
classification of foods and beverages, based on their main ingredient, 
for use in the NNS. 


Main outputs 


4 joint publications between the ABS and the Commonwealth 
Department of Health and Family Services have been produced from 
the 1995 National Nutrition Survey (NNS). Advice on the content of 
these has been provided by the Expert Technical Working Group on 
Output and Analysis: 


e Selected Highlights, Australia, 1995 (ABS Cat. No. 4802.0), 
presents selected summary results from the survey including 
food and beverage consumption, nutrient intake, eating habits, 
dietary attitudes and anthropometric (physical measurements) 
indicators for adults and children. The Selected Highlights 
publication was released in December 1997. 

e User's Guide, (ABS Cat. No. 4801.0), provides detailed 
information on the 1995 NNS. It contains information about the 
survey objectives, methods and procedures used in the collection 
of data, and derivation of estimates. Also included is a copy of 
the survey questionnaires and other relevant information the 
products and services provided by the ABS from the NNS. The 
User's Guide was released in February 1998. 

e Nutrient Intakes and Physical Measurements, Australia, 1995, 
(ABS Cat. No. 4805.0), provides detailed information on the 
nutrient intake derived from food data collected in the 24 hour 
recall food intake questionnaire and physical measurements 
such as height, weight and blood pressure. Further information 
on the mean and median daily intakes of energy and other 
macronutrients (Such as protein and carbohydrate), selected 
micronutrients (Such as thiamin and calcium) and the main food 
sources of these nutrients by age group and sex has also been 
included. The daily nutrient intake of adults has also been 
examined for a range of characteristics including State and 
Territory of residence, geographic region, region of birth, season 
of food intake and an area index of relative socioeconomic 
disadvantage (SEIFA index). The Nutrient Intakes and Physical 
Measurements publication was released in December 1998. 

e Foods Eaten, Australia, 1995, (ABS Cat. No. 4804.0), presents 
information on the food and beverage consumption reported in 
the 24 hour dietary recall questionnaire of the 1995 National 
Nutrition Survey (NNS). Three measures are reported: mean 
daily intake for all persons, median food intake for those who 
consumed and the proportion who consumed from each of food 
group. This has been presented by age group and sex. 


Consumption of food and beverages by adults has also been 
examined for a range of characteristics, including State and 
Territory of residence, geographic region, region of birth, season 
of food intake and an area index of relative socioeconomic 
disadvantage (SEIFA index). The Foods Eaten publication was 
released in January 1999. 


The 1995 National Nutrition Survey (NNS) Confidentialised Unit 
Record File (CURF) was released in July 1998 and contains a set of 
three data files. 


e NNS data file contains the 13,858 confidentialised respondent 
records from the NNS. Each record contains the food and 
nutrition data together with demographic, socioeconomic and 
geographic data items. It also contains some information 
collected in the 1995 National Health Survey (NHS) which was 
considered integral to the NNS. 

e NHS data file contains the full set of NHS information for the 
13,8548 NNS respondents. This can be merged with the NNS 
data file through a common identifier. 

e NNS Day 2 data file contains the 1,489 respondent records for 
those people who provided food intake data for a second 24-hour 
dietary recall period (Day 2). The ABS has used this file to 
calculate factors which can be applied to nutrient intake data on 
the NNS data file, with the aim of reducing within-person 
variation. The NNS Day 2 data file is intended for people wishing 
to undertake similar analyses, and can be merged with the NNS 
data file through a common identifier. 


Classifications 

ABS standard classifications were used for items describing standard 
demographic, socioeconomic, education, labour force, housing, etc 
characteristics. 


The main survey specific classifications which were developed in 
consultation with the then Department of Health and Family Services 
and the Australia New Zealand Food Authority were: 


the hierarchical classification of food groups, and 
the classification of nutrients. 


Other survey specific classifications were adopted or developed for 
specific items. Information about all the classifications used in the 
survey is contained in the 1995 National Nutrition Survey: Users' 
Guide. 


Other concepts (summary) 


Not applicable 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 
ACT 

Section of State 
Other (specify below) 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


Sample drawn from urban and rural/remote areas in all States and 
Territories. Geographic data is also available using the Rural, 
Remote and Metropolitan Areas (RRMA) classification produced by 
the Commonwealth Department of Primary Industries and Energy 
and the then Department of Human Services and Health in 
November 1994. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Once Only 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
MOU signed by DHFS and ABS 29 July 1994 


Decision on dietary methodologies under guidance of Expert Group 
Late 1994 


Enumeration started February 1995 
Enumeration completed March/April 1996 


Physical measurements and food related data entry completed at 
ABS Late 1996 


Food and Nutrient data entry completed and transferred to ABS 
February 1997 


Declaration of clean file September 1997 


Release of initial publication Early December 1997 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 


Data products have been released. Additional statistics are available 
on aconsultancy basis 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
14/09/2004 09:48 AM 


This page last updated 16 April 2018 


Archived content. See ABS Website for latest information and statistics 
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